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Tallgrass Ontario Announces Funding Support for Prescribed Burn Support Program

One of the greatest threats to many tallgrass habitats that contain Species at Risk (SAR) is
encroachment from woody plants, invasive species, and cool season grasses. Tallgrass
Ontario, with the support of a collaboration of wildlife conservation groups, is developing an
Ontario Tallgrass Prescribed Burn Support Program to support landowners and managers in
the ongoing monitoring, management, and maintenance of tallgrass communities on their
properties. This will ensure that succession is managed with ecological integrity and public
safety in mind. The development phase of the program has been made possible due to
generous support from the World Wildlife Fund-Canada. The development phase will include
the implementation of a stakeholder survey, creation of a business plan, and development of
communication materials.

Prescribed burns are essential for the sustainability of the SAR that depend on tallgrass
habitat. Many of the recovery plans recommend implementing prescribed burns to maintain
those SAR populations. Meanwhile, no provincial program exists to support the tallgrass
prescribed burn industry.

This proposed program, with the help of existing and proposed corporate and foundational
sponsorship, will result in the creation of a provincial program with the potential to support all
aspects of the tallgrass prescribed burn sector, prioritizing habitats with COSSARO-listed SAR.
This project will track these ecosystems, maintain communication with landowners/managers,
raise funds through the private and public sectors, provide technical advice, coordinate with
insurance companies, mobilize prescribed burn contractors, coordinate with academia to
conduct research, and report on successes and lessons learned.

If you are interested in learning more about this program, participating in the survey, or
supporting  this program, please visit  www.tallgrassontario.org  or  email
info@tallgrassontario.org .

Tallgrass Ontario also gratefully acknowledges the support of WWF-Canada. The results and
recommendations presented in this article do not necessarily represent the official position
of WWF-Canada.



