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Prairie Dock - A Unique Part of the Ontario Prairie
By Graham Buck

Prairie Dock (Silphium terebinthinaceum) is widespread
across the eastern United States, occurring from
Wisconsin to Arkansas in the west and from Virginia to
Georgia in the east. Its core range includes southern
Wisconsin, lllinois, and Missouri. The Ontario population
represents the northeastern limit of the species and
reflects remnant lowland tallgrass prairie habitats that
were largely lost to land conversion beginning in the
1800s. In Ontario, the species is restricted to the
Carolinian Zone of southwestern Ontario, with extant
native subpopulations in Essex and Lambton counties,
including Walpole Island First Nation (photo 3). Walpole
Island First Nation is geographically located within the
boundaries of Lambton County in Ontario, Canada.
However, it operates as an independent First Nation
territory and is not part of the municipal structure of :
Lambton County. The Brant County and Brantford ... Dockﬂowerig on Waple island
subpopulations are considered extirpated. First Nation (Photo: Allen Woodliffe)

In Brant County/Brantford the species
appears to have been part of a remnant
Grand River floodplain prairie/savanna
complex which all but disappeared shortly
after European colonization. This was due in
part to conversion to agriculture, but also
due to flood control. At Waterworks Park, in
Brantford, Prairie Dock appears to have been
shaded out by poplars, which invaded the
habitat. This lowland prairie habitat may
have historically been maintained by
Prairie Dock from Waterworks Park in flooding, ice scour of woody vegetation and
Brantford, 1995 (Photo: Graham Buck) herbivory, such as by beavers.
Recent surveys in Ontario suggest the species is declining in number and flowering. Although
the total number of Ontario plants likely exceeds 10,000, only a small proportion reproduce by
seed. Habitat alteration—driven by competition from native and non-native plants, fire
suppression, and habitat alteration or destruction are the greatest threat to prairie dock in
Ontario. Many tallgrass habitats supporting prairie dock continue to deteriorate due to several
non-native species invading the sites. The main threats are from European common reed
(Phragmites australis australis), Autumn and Russian olives (Elaeagnus spp.) and Black locust
(Robinia pseudoacacia).
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Prairie Dock is a striking, long-lived species characteristic of tallgrass prairie ecosystems. It
reaches the northern limit of its range in southwestern Ontario. Prairie Dock develops a deep,
woody taproot up to 8 cm wide at the root collar and extending more than 3.5 m into the soil.
Stems are smooth, green to purple, and often leafless except for a few rudimentary leaves.
Damaged stems exude a resinous sap, reflected in the species epithet terebinthinaceum,
meaning “like turpentine.” Atop the stems sit yellow disc flowers, which are like two other
members of the genus — cup plant and compass plant — native to Ontario. Mature plants form
dense basal rosettes of leathery, heart-shaped leaves 30—60 cm long that persist into early
winter. First-year and suppressed plants bear only a few small basal leaves.

.\I-"ﬁ« | RN i
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Prairie Dock growing in a naturalized area at Christie  Prairie Dock leaves are unique and diagnostic feature
Lake Conservation Area, Dundas, Ontario. The of the plant. (Photo: Graham Buck)
species is naturalized and planted outside of its
native range. (Photo: Graham Buck)

Prairie Dock appears to perform the best in clay soils, although it will tolerate other soil types,
particularly in a garden setting. Use Prairie Dock in naturalized settings, prairie restorations, or
as a structural specimen in a large perennial border where its large foliage can be appreciated.
Like other Silphiums it is excellent for pollinators, attracting bees, butterflies, and
hummingbirds. Goldfinches and other birds consume the seeds. Care should be taken when
collecting seed from Prairie Dock when other Silphiums are nearby, because they will hybridize.
At a prairie garden | maintained for 25 years near New Hamburg | once grew a Prairie Dock
from seed which had jagged leaf edges, clearly a sign it had been successfully pollinated with
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pollen from a nearby Compass Plant. This hybrid is now being maintained by my father in a
garden in Waterloo. Interestingly | rarely had trouble growing prairie dock from seed,
something that occurs regularly from wild collected seed. Likely this is because my plants came
from a diversity of sites, including a few from the now extinct Brantford subpopulation,
whereas wild plants growing together maybe genetically similar. ®

© P. Allen Woodliffe

Prairie Dock flower (Photo: Allen Woodliffe)
900006

Invasive Shrub Riddles
By John F. Foster

1) | have square green stems. | have a fruit in a 4-lobed aril. | have crimson fall foliage.
Who am I?

2) | can have green or purple foliage. | have a small red berry. | have lots of small thorns.
Who am I?

3) I have a 5-petalled white flower. | have a fruit called a hip. | have curved stem spines.
Who am I?

4) | have small leaves with many teeth. | have a fruit called a samara. | grow by streams.
Who am I?

5) I have single or 3-lobed leaves. | have a fruit called a syncarp. | grow wild or cultivated.
Who am I?

6) | have small leaves with a tip notch. | have a globular fruit. | have orange berries in the fall.
Who am I? @

(See Answers on Page 18)
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The Dirt on Worms
By Shayla Jackson

When strolling through a midsummer
prairie bursting with flowers, the ground
beneath us is seldom the first sight to be
considered, but soil health is a quickly
emerging focus within agriculture and
restorative ecology (Giller et al. 2021,
Peddle et al. 2025). Significant
improvements in soil health indicators,
such as microbial biomass and soil organic
matter, can occur within 5 vyears of
management changes (Lekberg et al. 2024).
Long before humans took up the torch of
soil management, earthworms had already
been engineering their ecosystems through
their effects on the cycling of nitrogen,
phosphorous, and carbon. When
earthworms consume organic matter, it
becomes fragmented, enabling greater
contact between organic matter and the

Two Earthworms from author’s garden
(Photo: Shayla Jackson)

microorganisms that turn it into soil. Some species of earthworm travel more extensively
through the soil than others, affecting the distribution of soil organic matter and bacteria,
meaning different species of earthworms influence microbial communities in different ways.
As a result, earthworm communities themselves can be used as an indicator of soil health
(Lemtiri et al. 2014). This may come as no surprise to the generations of gardeners who have
valued each visit with a wriggling worm by their backyard flowers.

T Fa L

Author holding an Earthworm lengthwise
(Photo: Shayla Jackson)

However, recent research by Cray et al. (2021)
suggests that for tallgrass prairie restoration
efforts in southwestern Ontario, earthworms
may present a threat. Remnant and restoration
sites in southwestern Ontario are often small,
isolated patches, with many restoration efforts
occurring in the form of a single seeding event.
Over 90% of earthworms in Ontario were
introduced from other continents. Of the two
potentially native species found in Ontario,
neither is likely to be found in tallgrass prairies.
This is to say that for thousands of years,
tallgrass prairies evolved in the absence of
earthworms, which could negatively impact
restoration efforts by consuming seeds;
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preventing germination or moving seeds
outside the restoration patch where they will
not survive.

Cray et al. (2021) sampled 22 tallgrass prairie
sites in southwestern Ontario, including both
remnant and restored patches, to
characterize earthworm density and species.
Earthworms were extracted from plots at
each site by searching leaf litter for worms,
then applying a mustard solution to the
ground and collecting worms that emerged
from the soil. This provides a conservative
estimate of earthworm abundance and i
species presence since some earthworms Two Earthworms curled up on author’s hand
might burrow further underground rather (Photo: Shayla Jackson)

than surfacing but is minimally disruptive to sensitive habitat. The presence of Lumbricus
terrestris was additionally estimated from the number of middens (i.e., mounds of excrement
mixed with organic and inorganic materials that L. terrestris forms around burrow entrances),
since this species burrows vertically into the soil and therefore might avoid the mustard
solution underground. Soil samples were also taken from each site and pH, organic matter
content, and texture were quantified.

The researchers found introduced earthworms at every sampled site, including L. terrestris at
every site, previously unreported species in the Waterloo and Halton regions, and no native
species of earthworm. The average density of earthworms was 66 earthworms/m?, suggesting
earthworms are well-established in southwestern Ontario tallgrass prairies. Given the potential
of these worms to hinder seeding efforts, the authors suggest the presence of earthworms is
accounted for with a greater density of scattered seeds and/or alternative methods, such as

plugging. @
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Native Plants for the Common Gardener
By Shayla Jackson

With the long winter now behind us, many have turned their attention to summer gardening,
with hard work from spring now resulting in blooms. For native plant enthusiasts, sourcing
plants responsibly can be a challenge. Nestled amongst farmland and sprawling forest, Ontario
Native Plants (ONP) is on the job.

ONP was opened in 2017 as sister-business to Verbinnen’s Nursery, which offers wholesale
native plants, all of which are grown from genetically unique, Ontario sourced seed. As demand
for native plants for residential use in the community took root, ONP sprung up to supply,
sourcing all its product directly from Verbinnen’s Nursery.

“It is important to consider where the seed is sourced from in order to provide our customers
with high quality, environmentally resilient plants for their gardens. Seed collections are done
ethically, to ensure there is seed left for self propagation in the wild and for the wildlife
nearby,” says Reyna Matties, the manager at ONP.

Like many working in the environmental sector, Reyna grew up camping and exploring the
outdoors. This passion led her all the way from Manitoba to McMaster University in Hamilton,
where she completed a M.Sc. investigating native plant restoration. During this project, she
became especially interested in building connections between people and the natural
landscapes around them, which eventually led her to ONP in 2019.

Reyna’s favourite plants in the ONP collection
are Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium),
because of its vibrant blue and purple autumn
foliage, and Prairie Smoke (Geum triflorum),
which she describes as small but mighty. Also
known as old man’s whiskers, prairie smoke is a
resilient native perennial forb found in many
habitats across the United States and Canada,
: including grasslands, woodlands, tundra, and I
Prairie Smoke bloom  mountain slopes (US Forest Service Research Little Bluestem
(Photo: Reyna Matties)  and Development, 2025). From April to June, the  (Photo: Reyna Matties)
' ' the plant features pink flowers which turn into smoke-like seedheads
Reyna describes as fluffy and whimsical.

Hopefully, Reyna is able to enjoy prairie smoke’s beauty while she is at
work, as its flowering time aligns with ONP’s busiest season. Tree and
shrub shipments begin mid-April, followed by orders with perennials in
early May. The shipping season lasts until the end of September, with
the busiest period in May and June. In the fall, the ONP team winds
‘ down; focusing on preparations for the season to come, with tasks
h_ = including catalogue and website work, resource creation, and hiring
Prairie Smoke plumes  staff. ONP regularly alters their packaging and set up to meet consumer
(Photo: Reyna Matties) needs and invests time in ensuring they are equipped with a skilled
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team to help prepare and pack r
orders each year. i

If one navigates to the ONP
website, they will quickly notice the
charming illustrations created by
Jocelyn Boville (Instagram s
@penofjocelynboville) that adorn
each page. Guided by fanciful
depictions of flowers, grasses,
ferns, trees, and shrubs to real
images, one can quickly design the
perfect native garden for their yard,

Black-eyed Susan ONP Boxed plants
(Photo: John F. Foster) (Photo: Reyna Matties)

based on plant type, hardiness, light, moisture, soil, and more. For those new to native plants,
Reyna recommends black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta), which enjoys full sun and a variety of
soil and moisture conditions. Bright yellow flowers bloom midsummer through to fall and are
sure to cause feelings of gardening success. ONP offers customers a catalogue online, as well
as personally tailored support in planting suggestions based on unique soil, moisture, and light
conditions. For the common gardener, ONP is one of many nurseries now answering the call
for a much-needed reprieve from the search for ethically sourced native plants in a time when
every bit of greenspace counts (Bourgeois et al. 2024; Saboonian, 2024). ®

From Reyna: “If it works, | have created a 10% off coupon
@NP code that can be shared at the end of the article.
Here are the details - Code: Tallgrass2026 (Website below)
enfario natie plants Expiry: Sept 18th, 2026 (last day of orders for the season).” ®
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Prescribed Burn Program in Development
By David Beamer

One of the greatest threats to many tallgrass habitats that contain Species at Risk (SAR) is
encroachment from woody plants, invasive species, and cool season grasses. Tallgrass
Ontario, with the support of a collaboration of wildlife conservation groups, is designing an
Ontario Tallgrass Prescribed Burn Support Program to support landowners and managers in
the ongoing monitoring, management, and maintenance of tallgrass communities on their
properties. This will ensure that succession is managed with ecological integrity and public
safety in mind.

As many of our long-time Bluestem Banner readers and Tallgrass Ontario members know,
Tallgrass Ontario has historically played various roles supporting prescribed burns including:

e providing technical guidance

e publishing educational materials
e coordinating volunteer networks
e supporting training opportunities
e providing funding

e implementing prescribed burns
e ..and more

Over the past two decades, the availability of financial resources, technical advisors, trained
personal, and overall support for the tallgrass prescribed burns sector in Ontario has
declined. Meanwhile, the technical complexity of burn permits, insurance requirements, and
community communication required for burns has all significantly increased.

Prescribed burns are essential for the sustainability of the SAR that depend on tallgrass
habitat. Many of the recovery plans recommend implementing prescribed burns to maintain
those SAR populations. Meanwhile, no provincial program exists to support the tallgrass
prescribed burn industry. In fact, some SAR populations have disappeared due to this lack of
support.

This proposed program, with the help of existing and proposed corporate and foundational
sponsorship, will result in the creation of a provincial program with the potential to support
all aspects of the tallgrass prescribed burn sector, prioritizing habitats with COSSARO-listed
SAR. This project will track these ecosystems, maintain communication with
landowners/managers, raise funds through the private and public sectors, provide technical
advice, coordinate with insurance companies, mobilize prescribed burn contractors,
coordinate with academia to conduct research, and report on successes and lessons learned.

Tallgrass Ontario manages the Ontario Tallgrass Geospatial Database, which is the most
robust database of tallgrass communities in Ontario and would be essential for monitoring
the various tallgrass communities across Ontario and maintaining relationships with our
network of landowners. Tallgrass Ontario also has some of the most experienced tallgrass
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experts, prescribed burn planners, and SAR ecologists (related to tallgrass communities)
among its ranks and networks. Subsequently, Tallgrass Ontario is well-positioned to take
the lead on the Ontario Tallgrass Prescribed Burn Support Program and is grateful for the
collaboration of conservation groups that are supporting the program.

If you are interested in learning more about this program, participating in the survey, or
supporting this program, please visit www.tallgrassontario.org or email
info@tallgrassontario.org .

Tallgrass Ontario would like to thank the Weston Family Foundation for their generous
support. Tallgrass Ontario also gratefully acknowledges the support of WWF-Canada. The
results and recommendations presented in this article do not necessarily represent the
official position of WWF-Canada.

0000000

At Sunset
By Emily Pauline Johnson (Takehionwake)?

To-night the west o'er-brims with warmest dyes ;
Its chalice overflows

With pools of purple colouring the skies,

A flood with gold and rose ;

And some hot soul seems throbbing close to mine,
As sinks the sun within that world of wine.

| seem to hear a bar of music float

And swoon into the west ;

My ear can scarcely catch the whispered note,
But something in my breast

Blends with that strain, till both accord in one,
As cloud and colour blend at set of sun.

And twilight conies with grey and restful eyes,
As ashes follow flame.

But O ! I heard a voice from those rich skies
Call tenderly my name;

It was as if some priestly fingers stole

In benedictions o'er my lonely soul.

| know not why, but all my being longed

And leapt at that sweet call ;

My heart outreached its arms, all passion thronged
And beat against Fate's wall,

Crying in utter homesickness to be

Near to a heart that loves and leans to me.

1 - Johnson, Emily Pauline (Takehionwake). 1922. At Sunset in “Flint and Feather, 8th Ed.”, P.63.
The Musson Book Company, Toronto, Ontario. Accessed 20260601Mon.
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16 years of Living with Tallgrass Prairie
By Douglas Richards and Jane Sadler Richards

(All Photos are by the Authors)
1988 Background

We purchased a 100-acre farm in North
Middlesex County in the spring of 1988. The
property had 50 acres of workable land along
with 47 acres of forest, unimproved pasture
and the Little Ausable River. The soil
classification map shows the unimproved
pasture as Valley Complex (ZVC). The Ontario
soil mapping system defines ZVC and almost
always assigns a Class 7 agricultural capability
rating. This means the land is considered to
have no capability for arable culture or 8 Acre Tallgrass Prairie (TGP)

|\ 8 ac Tallgrass Prairie

permanent pasture for common field crops. In 1988, this land grew the best hawthorn trees, weeds
and swamp grass. At first, we tried pasturing beef cattle and cows and keeping it mowed but we

had more problems than success.

2009 Early Spring

After 21 years of trying to keep the hawthorns
and scrub contained, we sought advice on how
to best manage these acres from lan Jean the
forester for the Ausable Bayfield Conservation
Authority (ABCA). Thinking maybe we could
plant trees, he suggested instead that we look at
planting Tallgrass Prairie (TGP) which would be
well suited for the terrain ... the adjoining
; property to the north was a licenced gravel pit.
October 2009 before planting of TGP With that advice we contacted the Middlesex

Stewardship Council who partnered with the
Lambton Rural Lambton Stewardship Network.
They provided management advice and financial
assistance to landowners wanting to establish TGP
on their property. After doing some research in
establishing TGP, we then partnered with the
above groups to start the process of planting 7
acres of TGP. We were responsible for preparing
the land for planting and maintaining the TGP. They
would provide the resources for the initial
controlled burn, purchasing the TGP seed and ",x

planting. Sept 2016 - 5 yrs. after planting (TGP)
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Late Spring

- To reduce the weed pressure, we cleared the two
sites, (A) 5 acres and (B) 2 acres, by removing the
hawthorn trees. This was done by chain saw and
hand removal. In the past we had used our tractor
and Rhino Brush mower but after many flat tires and
ruining some front tires we learned a lesson that the
thorns on hawthorn trees deserve a lot of respect.

Early Fall

We were advised that the less pressure from weeds,
the better the TGP would establish. To help reduce
Spraying Round Up herbicide to help the weed pressure we applied Round-Up herbicide
reduce the weed pressure for the TGP in the early fall to both fields.

April 10, 2010

The controlled burn permit was taken out and
the humidity and wind were good for the
controlled burn of the two fields. We had a large
‘burn crew’ of 8+ and after the briefing on burn
procedures, using the fire igniter, fire
extinguisher and safety procedures, the burn
started at just after 12-noon. The two fields were
done one at a time and the whole event took less
than three hours. The fuel load in the fields was
not heavy so it was more like a spring grass fire.
This was to help with weed suppression and
control and to kill the woody plants, shrubs and
small trees before planting the TGP seed next
year.

X

Using ignitor to start the fire at the firebreak Above picture 15 minutes after the control burn
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June 14, 2010

We planted Round-Up Ready soybeans with a no-
till drill. The seed was donated by a local supplier.
This was done to reduce the established weed
seed bed in the soil and to provide a better seed
bed to plant the TGP next spring. The two fields
were then sprayed with Round Up herbicide again
in mid summer and the soybean crop was left
standing over winter.

Fall/winter

The soybeans grew very well and provided a food

Round-Up Ready soybeans, no tilled in for weed source over the winter months for many wild

management the summer prior to planting TGP turkeys, deer, rodents, and other local wildlife.

2011
Spring 2011

The planting of the TGP was done in
early June by the Lambton Rural
Lambton Stewardship Network
using a no-till grass seed drill
directly into the
vegetation/soybean stubble/trash.
The seed cost was around
$1,100/acre and was at no cost to
us. The mixture was 6 grasses and
26 forbs.

Scientific Name Common Name % of mix
[grasses
Andropogon gerardii Big Bluestem 20
Elymus canadensis Canada Wild Rye grass 2
Elymus virgincus Virginia Rye Grass 3
Panicum virgatum Switchgrass 1
Schizachyrium scoparium Little Bluestem 15
Sorghastrum nutans Indian grass 18
total grasses 59.00
forbs
Achillea mille folum Yarrow 0.1
Asclepias sullivanti Sullivant’s Mikweed 0.2
Asclepias tuberosa Butterfly Mikweed 0.06
Aster laevis Smooth Aster 0.5
Coreopsis tripteris Tall Coreopsis 1
Coreopsis lancelotata lanceleaf coreopsis 0.5
Desmodium canadense Canada Tick-trefoil 3
Echinacea palliida Pale Purple Coneflower 1
Gentiana andrewsii Bottle Gentian S
Helanthus giganteus Tall Sunflower 0.2
Helopsis hekanthoides Sweet Ox-eye -
Lobelia siphilitica Great Blue Lobeka 10
Mondarda fistulosa Wild Bergamont 1
Penstemon digitalis Smooth Beardtongue 10
Penstemon hirsuta Hairy Beardtongue 10
Pycnanthemum virginianum Virginia Mountain Mint -
Ratibida pinnata Grey Headed Coneflowdq 1
Rudbeckia hirta Black-eyed Susan | 15
Rudbeckialaciniata Green headed coneflower
Sohkdago nemoralis Grey Goldenrod 3
Sohldago ochioensis Ohio Goldenrod 0.1
Sohkdago ridelli Ridell's Goldenrod 02
Tradescantia ohioensis Ohio Spiderwort 0.1
Verbena hastata Blue Vervain 1
Verbena stricta Hoary vervain 2
Vernonia missourica Missouri ironweed 2
Veronicastrum virginicum Culver's Root S
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Summer 2011

The TGP started to germinate but we had to walk the large
field to pull a lot of Velvetleaf by hand. Not sure how this
weed appeared as we did not have it on the farm and
letting this weed go to seed would have been a major
problem for the TGP in future years. After the TGP has been
planted there are few options for weed control other then
mowing, using a weed wacker, pulling by hand or very
selective spot spraying.

Fall 2011

When doing our research on TGP we noted it could take 3
to 5 years to get a well-established field of TGP. Many
landowners wonder in the first couple of years if they have
anything but a field of weeds!

TGP in Sept 2011 planted in
June using a no-till drill.

“In Ontario, it typically takes three to five years for a tallgrass prairie to be considered well-
established. While you may see initial growth within weeks, these plants prioritize deep root
systems over top growth in their early years, meaning the site often looks like a “weedy mess”
before it looks like a prairie”. (Sourced from Ontario NativeScape.)

We were extremely fortunate that by September 2011 our two fields were awash in a variety of
bright yellow flowers waist height or taller. The TGP had taken and our 2 years of field preparation
had paid off.

“Many people think that planting is the first step in their restoration project, but in fact many
activities must take place before that even happens” (Sourced from Ontario NativeScape.)

“Tallgrass prairies are known to support a large number of pollinators, especially bees, flies, moths,
butterflies, and birds. Pollinators play a key role in maintaining healthy ecosystems and enable
flowering plants to reproduce”. (Tallgrass Prairie on the Farm Fact Sheet, Upper Thames River
Conservation Authority.)

2012-2015

During these 4 years, the TGP plant population had started
to spread out, was getting denser and reseeding itself.
Several varieties of forbs become more noticeable and
some new ones visible for the first time. The grass varieties
become more prolific and taller. The two fields required
little maintenance exceptin the spring when we would walk
the fields with a gas-powered brush cutter and remove any
small trees/wood shrubs that were noticeable. We also
started to notice “volunteer” clusters of certain TGP forbs
under trees, in ditches and undisturbed grasslands around 5 S : £
the local area. It seems the birds were doing their bit by  picture of bull thistle in TGP late spring.
depositing the seeds outside our TGP.

e S VA e
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The TGP also provided year-round refuge for insects, a host of birds, wild turkeys, redtail hawks,
owls, coyotes, foxes and deer. In the early to late fall, when many flowers had gone to seed, the
late blooming flowers in the TGP had so many winged pollinators that the whole field sounded as
though it was a buzz!

S T LAy o 55
Many butterflies are seen in TGP over several months

A
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Wild turkey nest with eggs in TGP

after fledging in TGP
By the summer of 2015, it was time to start planning for the next controlled burn to reduce the
heavy matt of organic matter (thatch) that was on the floor of the TGP. This is a required
management tool to keep the TGP in good health.

Great orned owlet branching

“As time goes on, woody species and non-native cool season grasses may threaten the health of
your prairie. Fire can be used as a tool to keep your prairie healthy and thriving. It accomplishes
this by directly killing or at least suppressing non-prairie species. Fire prevents woody species from
moving in and turning the prairie into a woodland. Fire can increase forb (wildflowers) production
and remove dead plant matter (thatch) that has accumulated to levels that choke off the growth
of prairie plants. Fire will also increase light availability for the prairie plants, release nutrients and
blacken the soil to stimulate plant growth. Removing the level of thatch increases the amount of
critical brood rearing habitat for ground birds.” (Sourced from Ontario NativeScape) ®

See Part 2 of “16 years of Living with Tallgrass Prairie”
in Bluestem Banner Winter 2026-2027 - Vol.25 No.1. @
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2026 AGM REGISTRATION IS OPEN!

tallgrass

Please join Tallgrass Ontario at the Alderville Black Oak Savanna Centre for our
2026 Annual General Meeting
Friday, June 12, 2026 - 10:30 am to 2:30 pm
8467 Northumberland County Rd 18, Alderville First Nation

The Annual General Meeting is free to current and new members. If you are not yet a member of Tallgrass
Ontario but want to join us, please visit: TgO Memberships

AGENDA
Welcome and Registration: 10:00 - 10:30 am
Business Meeting: 10:30 am — 12:00 pm

e Welcome and Remarks from James Appleyard (President)
e Presentation from David Beamer (Executive Director)

e Review of Reports - Financial Overview, Task Teams, etc.
e Board Member Elections

Lunch: 12:00 - 1:00 pm - Catered
Hike in Alderville Black Oak Savanna (ABOS): 1:00 - 2:30 pm
e Guided by staff of ABOS

To register for this event, please send an email to info@tallgrassontario.org with the name of the person or
people attending. Tallgrass Ontario will send you a confirmation invitation via email with the event
information and instructions. Registration will close at noon on Friday, June 5, 2026.

See: https://www.aldervillesavanna.ca/

The 2026 Tallgrass Ontario Annual General Meeting is being held at
the Alderville Black Oak Savanna (ABOS) centre. ABOS is located on
the land of the Alderville First Nation near Roseneath, Ontario.
Ecological restoration at ABOS commenced in 1999. The goal for the
site is to preserve and to expand the rare tallgrass prairie and oak
savanna on former farmland. By doing so, habitat is provided for
native grasslands and the many rare plant and animal species
associated with them. ABOS does education outreach, guided hikes,
and community events such as Prairie Day. At ABOS there is also the
Mitigomin Native Plant Nursery which collects native plant seeds
and grows native plants for local ecological restoration, traditional
ABOS (Photo: John Foster) foods and medicines. @
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What Tallgrass Ontario is about
Tallgrass Ontario’s (TgO) Mission:

Tallgrass Ontario will identify and facilitate the conservation of tallgrass communities by
coordinating programs and services to aid individuals, groups and agencies.

TgO’s Goals:

1. Ensure organizational capacity

2. Facilitate the creation and restoration of tallgrass communities;

3. Increase public awareness and stewardship of tallgrass communities;

4. ldentify and secure existing potential tallgrass communities across the province;
5. Promote research and knowledge transfer of tallgrass communities

Bluestem Banner:

Bluestem Banner is TgO’s newsletter which is published in January and July. In it we
feature articles on tall grass prairies, prairie conservation, information about prairie
restoration, education and activities involving tall grass prairies.

How to contact TgO:

Tallgrass Ontario,

49 Wellington Street East,

Suite 201,

Toronto, Ontario M5E 1C9

Tallgrass Ontario on the Internet

Sites and Platforms Link
Email mailto:Email info@tallgrassontario.org
Website https://www.tallgrassontario.org/
Prescribed Burn Tool Kit https://tgopbtoolkit.wixsite.com/tallgrass-ontario-pr
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/293754510120/

RX 100 Prescribed - Burn Network  https://www.facebook.com/p/RX100-Prescribed-
Burn-Network-100064896092049/

Instagram https://www.instagram.com/tallgrassontario/

Linked-In https://www.linkedin.com/in/tallgrass-ontario-

793a89b6/



mailto:Email%20%09info@tallgrassontario.org
https://www.tallgrassontario.org/
https://tgopbtoolkit.wixsite.com/tallgrass-ontario-pr
https://www.facebook.com/groups/293754510120/
https://www.facebook.com/p/RX100-Prescribed-Burn-Network-100064896092049/
https://www.facebook.com/p/RX100-Prescribed-Burn-Network-100064896092049/
https://www.instagram.com/tallgrassontario/
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/tallgrass-ontario-793a89b6/
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Photo Gallery
All Photos By John F. Foster

Ohio Spiderwort closeup (Tradescantia ohiensis) Ohio Spiderwort blooms (Tradescantia ohiensis)

The Bluestem Banner is published twice per year by Tallgrass Ontario.
The next edition will appear in Winter 2026-2027.
All previous editions of the Bluestem Banner can be found here:
Bluestem Banner — Tallgrass Ontario

2
@ tallgrass

(Answers to Invasive Shrub Riddles:
1 -- Burning Bush; 2 — Japanese Barberry; 3 — Multiflora Rose; 4 — Siberian Elm; 5 — White Mulberry; 6 — Firethorn)
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We gratefully
acknowledge the
support of
WWEF-Canada.
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