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Tallgrass Ontario Projects from 2013 to 2019 - Steve Rankin  
 
Since 2001 Tallgrass Ontario (TgO) has supported nearly 100 landowners in Southern Ontario with 
tallgrass prairie management. In addition to our work with landowners TgO has focused on grassland 
restoration, creation projects and ecological research. Virtually all projects previously undertaken by 
TgO have had direct and indirect benefits to species that rely on grasslands. Almost 25% of Ontario's 
Species at Risk rely on native tallgrass prairie and oak savanna for all or part of their life cycle habitat. 
TgO has worked in conjunction with over 100 outside organizations and individuals in delivering these 
stewardship activities and has been a partner on multiple on-the-ground projects over the past decade. 
TgO has also independently worked on and completed a variety of grassland stewardship projects 
including many large tract plantings of native grasslands. 
  
TgO has worked on projects that have increased our capacity to undertake habitat management and 
restoration on a large scale. Past efforts have focused on not only remnant grasslands but also on newly 
created areas that have been designed to mitigate some of the losses of native grassland habitats that 
are still occurring.  
 

TgO is an all volunteer charity 
based in London Ontario. TgO 
is a federally registered 
charity with no paid 
employees. We rely on 
donors and members who 
donate their time and 
resources to accomplish our 
work. We apply for 
government funding and 
donations from private 
foundations to help finance 
habitat management 
activities.  
 
 
 
 
 

Your donation in any amount is greatly appreciated. By donating you will be helping our efforts to restore and 
protect these rare landscapes. Donating is easy – go on-line to our website and donate at Canada Helps at 
http://www.tallgrassontario.org/. The Canada Helps donate button is on our home page.    

 

 
 
This article chronicles our accomplishments over the past 5 years and is followed by three articles 
submitted by landowners that TgO has helped along the way.   
 

http://www.tallgrassontario.org/
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Prairie and Savanna Stewardship in Southern Ontario: Providing Habitat Management to Ontario's 
Land Stewards 
 
This project is a direct result of a needs assessment undertaken by TgO and presented to Graham Buck, 
former chair for the Recovery Team for Tallgrass Communities of Southern Ontario. Mr. Buck is also a 
Species at Risk Biologist for the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) at the Guelph 
Ontario office. Graham’s efforts have been instrumental in recovery efforts for prairie and savannas 
across Ontario. This project fully complies with the Recovery Teams objective of working with tallgrass 
communities across southern Ontario and ensuring that restoration efforts place a priority on existing 
remnants AND enlarging prairie creation projects that have been shown to have a benefit to Species at 
Risk. 
 
This project concentrated our efforts on prairie and savanna remnants. Remnant sites are the last 
remaining locations where native tallgrass communities can be found and occupy less than 3% of the 
historical range of prairie and savanna. Remnant native prairies are far more ecologically diverse than 
created prairies and some of our Species at Risk such as Hoary mountain mint (Pycnanthemum 
incanum) only exist in these native remnants.  
 
Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship Program (HSP) allocates funds to projects that conserve 
and protect Species at Risk and their habitats and to help preserve biodiversity in Ontario. These funds 
promote the participation of local communities to help with the recovery of Species at Risk and prevent 
other species from becoming a conservation concern.  TgO obtained a 3-year funding commitment from 
this program covering the period from 2013 to 2016.   
 

 
 
Red dots mark Habaitat Management Locations for Prairie and Savana Stewardship in Southern Ontario,  
Map ©Tallgrass Ontario 
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This funding provided an opportunity for landowners to partner with TgO to assist them with long term 
management of tallgrass habitats on 43 properties in Southern Ontario. These new partnerships are 
intended to help replace some of the services previously provided by Stewardship Councils.  TgO, 
through an application process assessed the identified tallgrass habitats and conducted required 
management and maintenance in cooperation with local agencies such as Conservation Authorities and 
Municipalities. Stewardship activities included prescribed burning of sites, invasive species removal, 
control of competing native vegetation, enlargement of remnant tallgrass areas, mowing of sites where 
prescribed burning is not possible and other management activities required for individual sites. 
 
 

 
 
 
This project helped to address the threat of habitat loss caused by the absence of management. 
Tallgrass communities require some form of management (disturbance) on a routine basis to ensure 
they remain as a tallgrass community and do not succeed into shrub thicket or forest. Tallgrass prairie is 
composed of plants classified as herbaceous which means during the dormant season all living parts of 
the plant are below ground. This is why prescribed fire can be used from December to April and not risk 
damaging the plant. All above ground plant parts accumulate overtime as bio-mass which is efficiently 
removed by fire. Woody plants that do not belong in prairie habitat are also removed.   
 
Prescribed burning, mowing and invasive species removal are forms of disturbance which need to occur 
every 3 to 7 years on a tallgrass community and it is this management that was predominantly 
performed by Stewardship Councils. This project helped to bridge the gap in services left by the 
disappearance of Ontario Stewardship Councils or by the decreased capacity of those Stewardship 
Councils that manage to continue on their own. 
 
This project helped to fund improvements to our GIS database (existing tallgrass remnant and created 
habitats) to include the addition of landowner contact records. The project improved our knowledge of 
remnant communities and created tallgrass habitat across southern Ontario. The updated database 
helps TGO reach out to landowners to ensure these valuable landscapes are managed and preserved.  
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Grassland Creations 

In 2013 TGO partnered with the Regional 
Municipality of York for two large-scale tallgrass 
prairie creations. At the Nobleton Tract 16.2 
hectares of native grassland was seeded on 
previously farmed land at the York Regional Forest 
in King Township. The purpose of establishing 
native grassland at this location was to create a 
significant, connected natural area of native 
habitats of wetlands, forest, and tallgrass prairie 
to restore and enhance biodiversity in a highly 
urban area of York Region. The second location 
established 5.7 ha of oak savanna on previously 
farmed land in the York Regional Forest Bendor 
and Graves Tract in the Town of East Gwillimbury.  
For more information about the prairie creation at 
Bendor and Graves see the Winter 2017 edition of 
the Bluestem Banner at this link 
https://tinyurl.com/yacq8yw2 

Prairie vista at the TgO-created Bendor and Graves Tract. 
Photo Credit Jennifer Neill 
 
 

Non - Native Praying Mantis at Bender and Graves  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Corridors for Pollinators  

A TgO project which worked with 

municipalities, townships and other public and 

private landowners to develop practices that 

support and create good quality wildlife 

habitat, in particular for pollinators like the 

Monarch butterfly.  

This project was carried out with the support 
of the Ontario Trillium Foundation.   

 

 
 
 

The Bluestem Banner is published 4 times per year by Tallgrass Ontario.  The next edition will appear in Spring 
2019. The current and all previous issues can be found on our website http://www.tallgrassontario.org/bluestem_banner.html 

https://tinyurl.com/yacq8yw2
http://www.tallgrassontario.org/bluestem_banner.html
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Downsview Park Tallgrass Project - Toronto 
 
TgO’s Downsview Park 
Tallgrass Project is a 5-
acre tallgrass prairie 
creation at Downsview 
Park in the City of 
Toronto. An estimated 
3% of Ontario’s 
tallgrass habitat is all 
that remains of this 
vanishing ecosystem. 
Creating a tallgrass 
prairie habitat at 
Downsview Park 
provides exposure to a 
city-wide audience 
about the importance 
of biodiversity and 
habitat preservation as 
well as educational 
opportunities for local 
school children. Strong 
partnerships will 

support the planting of native species, community engagement and the long-term maintenance of the 
site. The project is currently in the site preparation phase, to be completed in 2019 through support 
from The W. Garfield Weston Foundation and Toronto Park People.  
 
See http://en.downsviewpark.ca/nature/tallgrass for more info. 
 
The Weston Family Parks Challenge is an initiative of The W. Garfield Weston Foundation in 
collaboration with the Ontario Trillium Foundation and administered by Toronto Park People. 

 
Ojibway Tallgrass Prairie - Windsor 

 
TgO recently completed a project to improve 
prairie ecosystems for Colicroot and Slender Bush 
Clover at the Ojibway Prairie Complex in Windsor 
Ontario. This work included alien vegetation 
removal and prescribed burn. Other species 
expected to benefit from this work include 
Butler’s Gatersnake, Eastern Foxsnake, Purple 
Twayblade, Willowleaf Aster and Dense Blazing 
Star. This project was completed in 2017 and was 
supported by a grant from the Ontario Species at 
Risk Stewardship Fund. 
 
  
Map © City of Windsor 

http://en.downsviewpark.ca/nature/tallgrass
http://www.ojibway.ca/index.htm
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Slender Bush Clover (Lespedeza 
virginica) photographed at Ojibway 
after completion of restoration efforts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blue Lake Savanna and American Columbo  

TgO has completed a project to improve habitat for American 
Columbo (Frasera caroliniensis) at the Blue Lake Savanna in Brant 
County. This maintenance requires removing alien invasive shrub 
species, thinning native shrubs and promoting seed germination of 
American Columbo. This work is enhanced further by completion 
of a prescribed burn, and monitoring of the target population. This 
project was completed in early 2018 and is funded by a grant from 
the Ontario Species at Risk Stewardship Fund. The monitoring 
completed in 2018 shows a healthy population of American 

Columbo with an excellent distribution of small, medium and large plants which suggests a reproducing 
and growing population. American Columbo is classified as endangered. “Endangered” means the 
species lives in the wild in Ontario but is facing imminent extinction or extirpation.    
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Enhancing the habitat of Bird's-foot violet through invasive species control 
 
Bird's-foot violet (Viola pedata) is native to sandy soils and Oak 
Savanna in Eastern North America. This project was implemented 
by TgO through the Species at Risk Stewardship Fund (SARSF) and 
is focussed on enhancing Bird’s-foot violet habitat at two private 
properties located in Brant County.  Both sites are remnant oak 
savanna which have recently supported extant populations of 
Bird’s-foot violet.  Landowners at both sites are highly supportive of 
this ongoing stewardship work. 
 

This project restored oak savanna remnants which sustain Bird’s-foot violet. Measures taken include 
invasive species removal and prescribed burning to reduce the competition for light and reinvigorate the 
savanna vegetation, including Bird’s-foot violet. Bird’s-foot violet is an endangered species with less 
than 5 populations remaining in Ontario. 
 

According to the Ontario 
Recovery Strategy “The main 
threat to Bird’s-foot violet is lack 
of suitable habitat. Existing 
populations require habitat 
management including prescribed 
burns to replace the natural wild 
fire regimes (patterns of fire that 
occur over long periods of time) to 
prevent trees and shrubs from 
taking over. In Ontario, Bird’s-foot 
Violet is found only in black oak 
savanna remnants, a very rare 
vegetation type having widely 
spaced open-grown trees with an 
understorey of tallgrass prairie 
forbs.   
 
 
 

Natural disturbances caused by drought or fire are important for removing trees and shrubs that would 
otherwise shade out the tiny Bird’s-foot Violet.”  
 
Once habitat management is completed the two Bird's-foot Violet populations in Brant County will be 
monitored for numbers, size/condition of plants and reproduction.  
 
 

 
 

 

Bird’s-foot Violet observed at TgO Restoration site in Brant County–
November 2017 



Winter 2018            the Bluestem Banner               page 9 

 

 

Luther Marsh 

 

 
A biological treasure tucked away in the upper 
reaches of the Grand River valley, Luther Marsh is 
one of southern Ontario’s most significant wetlands. 
Upland areas harbour tallgrass prairie remnants. 
TgO has been working on a project to support the 
Henslow’s Sparrow, an endangered grassland bird.  
Maintenance work includes prescribed burn, 
seeding of native species and monitoring. Other 
threatened and endangered species that are 

expected to benefit from this work include Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark and Butler’s Gatersnake.  
 
This project was completed in 2018 and was funded by Environment Canada’s Habitat Stewardship 
Program for Species at Risk. 

 

Prescribed Burn at Luther 

Marsh 
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TgO’s Monarch Habitat Project 2015-2018 

 

 
 
In May 2014, during the 19th Annual Meeting of the Canada-Mexico-United States Trilateral 
Committee for Wildlife and Ecosystem Conservation and Management in Queretaro, Mexico, each 
country agreed to establish a national High Level Working Group (HLWG), to review and update the 
North American Monarch Conservation Plan (NAMCP, Commission for Environmental Cooperation, 

2008). 
One of the key branches of this initiative is engaging farmers and 
other landowners to support Monarch butterfly and pollinator 
conservation. The international agreement states "The overarching 
goal of this project is to promote habitat restoration and 
enhancement in key breeding grounds and migration corridors of the 
Monarch butterfly in Canada, Mexico, and the United States." TgO's 
program to improve tallgrass prairie, a key habitat for Monarch in a 
key migratory/staging region for the species, is directly in accordance 
with this initiative. 
 
In early 2017 TgO was contacted by two Masters of Science students 
at the University of Guelph. As part of their school projects 
Aleksandra Dolezal and Annalisa Mazzorato were looking for 
grassland locations where they could measure ecosystems services 
on tallgrass prairie and ALUS projects. In keeping with TgO’s mandate 

to enable research of tallgrass prairie this was a perfect fit.   
 
See their stories in the Fall 2017 edition of the Bluestem Banner which can be found here 
https://tinyurl.com/yavurquy 

https://tinyurl.com/yavurquy
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This three-year project targeted 10 sites along Lake Erie, focusing on Norfolk County and one 
demonstration site for educational purposes. Over the 
course of this project more than a thousand hours of 
volunteer time have been logged from TgO members.  Work 
included conducting prescribed burns on established prairie 
followed by over-seeding of hand collected milkweed seed.  
 
The goal is habitat improvement of existing tallgrass prairie 
sites in Norfolk County, with a focus on increasing Milkweed 
species landscape cover. The outcome is improvement of 
Monarch butterfly habitat in areas along their migratory 
route. 

 
Many planted prairies, due to habitat succession or how they are planted are dominated by grasses. This 
can be beneficial for some grassland birds, if the prairie is large enough, but can be detrimental to 
insects that feed on wildflowers at some point in their lifecycle. This project assisted landowners that 
have low diversity prairies by undertaking plantings of wildflower seeds within their existing prairies. 
 
Each site was seeded with Common milkweed as well as other milkweed species (Butterfly, Swamp, 
Whorled, Sullivant’s, and Green). The other milkweed species were chosen depending on the site 
conditions and the county. Tallgrass nectar plants for Monarch butterfly were also planted. The Iowa 
State University Monarch Conservation Workgroup seed mix was tailored to the sites, with non-native 
species removed from the list. The list included, but is not limited to species of Goldenrod, Wild 
Bergamot, Rudbeckia, Desmodium, Coreopsis, Sunflower, Cinquefoil and Vervain.  The planting of the 
seed mix occurred in year two of the project, following a prescribed burn. The areas seeded in year 2 
were monitored in year 3.  
 
 

 
 
Trails from an ATV and broadcast seeder in recently burned prairie. Broadcasting after a burn helps get the seed/soil contact 
required.  
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The Paling Educational site was a 
project deliverable and serves as a 
popular demonstration site for 
school children.  TgO erected a sign 
at this location explaining the 
benefits of Monarch butterfly 
habitat.   
 
 
TgO thanks Ed Paling for hosting 
this educational opportunity.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
The Paling Prairie Site 
Summer bloom on left, post-
burn on right 
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Many of the sites that have tallgrass prairie require management to remain suitable for a variety of Species of Risk, 
including insects such as Monarch but also mammals, such as American Badger, snakes including Butler’s Garter, 
Hog-nosed, and birds such as Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark. Without ongoing management habitat succession can 
occur quickly degrading the habitats for these species.  
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The HSP Monarch project is scheduled for completion in the fall 2018 and was funded by Environment Canada’s 
Habitat Stewardship Program for Species at Risk. 
 

 
 

Red dots mark Monarch Habitat Project Sites; Map © Tallgrass Ontario 
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Improvement of Tallgrass Prairie for Species at Risk through Prescribed Burning 
 

This Habitat Stewardship Program (HSP) SAR 
Stream project will be implemented 
September 2018-October 2019 at five sites in 
Norfolk county and addresses the threat of 
succession and conversion of breeding, 
nectaring, and staging habitat for Monarch 
butterfly through implementation of 
prescribed burns. This project will also benefit 
habitat for numerous prairie-specialist species 
including Species at Risk (SAR) such as 
American Badger, Eastern Hog-nosed Snake, 
and Bobolink by enhancing native grassland 
environments.    
 
This project is in spirit, a continuation of our 

current HSP Monarch project which ran from 2015 to 2018 but with focus in the Long Point-
Walsingham Forest area of Norfolk County.  This area, as well as other parts of Norfolk County comprise 
an important stop-over/staging area for Monarch butterflies during their annual migrations along the 
northern Lake Erie shoreline. This project is expected to take place primarily on private lands in 
consultation with local private landowners.  By engaging landowners to support the continued 
management of native grassland initiatives TgO is promoting the benefits of environmental stewardship 
to the community and region.  
 
Another aim is to demonstrate the benefits and 
feasibility of restoration and maintenance of 
tallgrass prairies to the rural community in a 
safe and organized manner that municipal fire 
departments will support and endorse.  
 
TgO will profile the results of this study on our 
website, Facebook page, and in our quarterly 
publication The Bluestem Banner. Monitoring 
and subsequent evaluation of selected sites will 
take place to determine the degree of positive 
impact to Monarch butterfly diversity (i.e. 
improvement of wildflower representation and 
host plant abundance).  
 
Should sites show a high level of success, the 
project could inspire similar endeavors to 
improve breeding, nectaring, and staging habitat 
for Monarch in southern Ontario. By evaluating 
the outcome of the proposed project, the HSP 
SAR Stream program objective to: "Improve the 
scientific understanding of the role stewardship 
has as a conservation tool." will be addressed.  
  
Steve Rankin is a Director of Tallgrass Ontario and currently serves as President.   
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Prescribed Burn on Mitchell Property – Ron Mitchell  
 
When we purchased our 25-acre property in 2015, it had been taken out of agriculture production and reforested. 
This reforestation took place back in 2010.  A pathway system was developed at that time and, alongside some of 
the pathways, a limited mixture of native grasses and wildflowers had been hand broadcasted. The grasses 
established themselves quite well, the wildflowers a bit less so. Also, the field interiors were mostly composed of 
goldenrod and aster species, along with the recently planted trees.  
  
After visiting Tallgrass Ontario's booth while attending the Go Wild Grow Wild expo in London, and becoming a 
member of the Landowner's Leaders group through the Carolinian Canada Coalition, I decided that the bottom 6 
acres needed a prescribed burn in order to create a savanna/tallgrass prairie component. In these fields’ swaths of 
White Pine, various oaks and other assorted trees and shrubs had taken hold.  The burn would knock back this 
problem (with the oaks surviving and growing back from their roots). This, along with the two pond/wetland area 
and the aforementioned reforested area, would establish a broader and more varied selection of habitat for our 
struggling wildlife species.  

 
Shortly after attending Go Wild Grow Wild we 
responded to a Simcoe Reformer newspaper 
advertisement, placed by Tallgrass Ontario, 
requesting that if anyone who was interested in 
receiving a prescribed burn, to contact them. 
We did and a future burn (fully funded) was 
organized by Jack Chapman. 
 
In order to have a safe burn plan, the area 
involved was carefully studied with many 
factors being considered such as wind speed, 
direction, fire load, humidity, etc. was all 
factored in. I was extremely impressed with and 
learned quite a bit myself from the resulting 
burn plan. The six fields involved were nicely 
divided up by mowed pathway system that 
created necessary fire breaks. On my part, I had 

to do a bit of extra mowing to extend the fire breaks plus notify nearby neighbours by note as to the burn date. 
The fire department, which gave authorization for the prescribed burn, was also reminded as to what was going 
on.   
 

On the day of the burn, signage was placed on the road to notify 
people driving by as to why they were seeing smoke. Ribbons hung on 
trees so the wind direction could be monitored.  Each of the ATVs had 
a large water container along with a spray system to knock down any 
spots of fire that needed containing. The best part was that I could go 
out into the field, with a few rigid rules I had to follow, and see how 
things progressed. I was thoroughly impressed by the professionalism 
displayed from the planning of the burn to its final implementation. 
The burn allowed me to hand scatter some seed onto bare soil. 
Hopefully some of it will establish itself in the near future. Regardless, 
future burns will take place, more seed scattering and plug plantings 

will go on. Eventually my 6 acres will have the diversity needed to further attract wildlife to our property. 
 
Ron Mitchell is a landowner in Norfolk County and a lifetime member of Tallgrass Ontario. Jack Chapman is a 
director of Tallgrass Ontario. 
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Resourceful and loving it -Cynthia Tosswill 
 
Achieving a balance between conservation and agriculture takes time, but it’s well worth the effort. Connecting 
with supportive community organizations, trial and error, and stick-to-itiveness all contribute to the entire plan, 
which, by the way, may change over time. Who knew attempting the simple life of homesteading could be so 
confusing? Or so rewarding?! Here’s how our plans evolved on our farm, and ultimately created a win-win 
situation. 

 

 
Located in the sand plains of Norfolk County, our farm has many marginal areas; soil conditions that render it a 
challenge to work year after year. We were fortunate to enroll a large portion of acreage in the ALUS (Alternative 
Land Use Services) program in 2012. Twenty-eight acres of tallgrass prairie was planted and five acres of trees 
were planted in coordination with LPRCA (Long Point Region Conservation Authority) and a sizable wetland was 
created. These various projects provide habitat, build soil health and support wildlife.  
 
Unfortunately, the year of establishment was a record drought year, and in 2013 was no better.  Without irrigation 
it had affected our prairie establishment. Although native warm season grasses are drought tolerant, the new 
prairie roots hadn’t had a chance to develop their 6-foot roots.  I was aware of conducting prescribed burns as a 
maintenance tool can minimize the invasion of non-native species, maintain biodiversity and promote a natural 
ecosystem. In our case, we were eager to attempt a prescribed burn to save this investment that would make our 
prairie healthy.  I was fortunate to connect with Jack Chapman to coordinate a prescribed burn for our property in 
2014. 
 
The benefits were obvious later that same year. We noticed a substantial increase in germination which gave the 
mix of Bluestem and Indian Grass the opportunity to increase root establishment and populations. We were lucky 
the rain cooperated, giving the ash which remained after the burn a chance to feed depleted top soil.  
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Fast Forward 

Now we enjoy Black Eyed Susan, Milkweed, Asters, Ox Eye 
Daisy, Goldenrod and the many pollinators they attract. Animal 
trails throughout the field became obvious, Red Tail Hawks and 
other birds appeared and clearly delighted in the habitat we 
were supporting.  
 
In 2017 we realized it was time to consider another prescribed 
burn to help mitigate a build up of fuel in the form of dried 
grass. After three years of successful growth, the build up of 
grass was significant and difficult to cut. Added to that, we now 
had a small herd of Nigerian Dwarf goats who could benefit 
from the tallgrass prairie as hay. We were happy homesteaders 
milking two of our does and making cheese and yogourt for our 
family. Baling the hay for winter use was the obvious next step. 
 
In April 2018, Tallgrass Ontario conducted our second, very 
successful, prescribed burn. By mid-Summer, those same 
grasses were lush, and easily doubled in biomass. In the 
meantime, we coordinated with a farmer friend/neighbour, 
who agreed to cut the field for us in late summer, since we 
were unable to do the cutting, raking, and baling on our own. 
We waited until after August 15 to give ground nesting birds 

the opportunity to fledge before cutting. We had two weeks of intermittent rain in the second half of August, and 
despite what most people think, goats won’t eat anything and everything. Ours are picky (or spoiled), and we 
wondered how well they’d like hay that was rapidly turning to straw as the days went by.  
 

The first week of September gave us the window we 
needed – four dry days for our neighbour to cut, and 
rake and bale the hay. Finally, our Tallgrass made it to 
the loft of our own barn, and our goats are enjoying the 
combined efforts of many people. In total, 8% of the 
prairie was harvested for farm animal use. The goats 
forage through the hay, and leave the straw behind, 
however this provides perfect bedding in the barn, both 
for the goats as well as our chickens. Eventually this 
bedding will be removed from the barn, composted, and 
added to our seasonal vegetable gardens. Who knew a 
native plant could thrive so well and offer so many 
fringe benefits? 

 
As a leader in restoring and protecting rare grasslands across Southern Ontario, Tallgrass Ontario has helped 
transition a marginal area of our farm into productive acres. They’ve helped us come full circle at our farm, 
achieving a balance between sustaining conservation and providing for our livestock. Thank you, Tallgrass Ontario! 
Cynthia Tosswill is a property owner in Norfolk County and a life-time member of Tallgrass Ontario. Jack Chapman 
is a director of Tallgrass Ontario.  
 

 
Burning is especially important to the nitrogen cycle in prairie ecosystems because the fire removes nearly all of the nitrogen that is present in 

the aboveground biomass at the time of the burn. Nitrogen is volatilized into the atmosphere as a gas. Specifically, nutrients that are not lost in 

a fire are the basic cations, calcium and magnesium, which are returned to the soil in ash.  
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Tall Grass on the van Kleef farm – Clen and Angelle van Kleef 
 
When we, Clen and Angelle van Kleef, bought our farm in Norfolk County we soon became aware of the remnant 

Oak Savannah properties. In 2008 Clen was involved in the Norfolk Land Stewardship Council. Under guidance of 

Dave Reid ALUS pilot projects were started and the van Kleef Farm was one of these pilots. The farm is adjacent to 

the Delhi Rail Trail. Here many original species of Tall Grass Prairie and Oak Savannah still exist. Because of cold 

season species and invasive species serious effort was put in to managing Tall Grass establishment. We learned 

that prescribed burns would be the best tool to develop fire dependent habitat. Clen and Angelle both took the 

RX-100 course. Since then we have assisted with 9 prescribed burns over several plots and projects. 

We have worked many times with Tall Grass Ontario. 

Their solid knowledge of Tall Grass Prairie and Oak 

Savannah habitat has been a great source of information 

for us in developing our projects. Tall Grass Ontario 

supports and facilitates prairie habitat through 

management and prescribed burns. The services of Tall 

Grass Ontario have been professional and greatly 

appreciated. They have provided burn plans and 

completed prescribed burns. Tall Grass Ontario has also 

provided Common Milkweed seeds to provide habitat for 

Monarch Butterflies and signage to educate about Tall 

Grass habitat.   

 

 
Clen and Angelle van Kleef are landowners in Norfolk County and are life-time members of Tallgrass Ontario 

 
 
 
Prescribed Burn Training Opportunities 

Tallgrass Ontario is providing an e-mail network to communicate with interested qualified Low Complexity Burn Workers 

(RX100). Information will be shared about upcoming P.B.s and additional training opportunities. If you are an L.C.P.B. Worker, 

or know someone who is, visit our RX100 Prescribed Burn Network Facebook page. The link for the page is 

https://www.facebook.com/RX100-Prescribed-Burn-Network-1718945238330166/ 

 
 

https://alus.ca/home/about-us/
https://www.facebook.com/RX100-Prescribed-Burn-Network-1718945238330166/
https://www.facebook.com/RX100-Prescribed-Burn-Network-1718945238330166/
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Clen and Angelle van Kleef 

 

 
 

 
 


