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A message from the President
Tallgrass Ontario is a leader in restoring and protecting rare grasslands at
various locations across Southern Ontario. We work with landowners,
foundations, municipalities, provincial and federal funding agencies to provide
habitat management services and to improve Tallgrass Prairie ecosystems.
Information about our efforts can be found on our website.
In the three-year period ending in 2015 we provided hands-on maintenance
on 43 privately-owned grassland sites in Southern Ontario. In 2018 Tallgrass
Ontario has 4 projects in progress focusing on maintaining existing grassland
in a healthy state, protecting rare plants such as Bird’s foot violet and Slender bush clover and enhancing habitat
for pollinating insects including Monarch butterflies.
Please consider donating to Tallgrass Ontario. Your donation will support:
❖ Updating our recovery plan which will assist TgO in protecting and restoring more remnant prairies in
Southern Ontario,
❖ Production of information booklets supplied for events and meetings to educate the public about the rarity of
these ecosystems and the steps required to protect them,
❖ Boots-on-the-ground maintenance to ensure grasslands and savannahs remain healthy. This work includes
prescribed burning, invasive species removal, control of competing native vegetation, enlargement of remnant
tallgrass areas, mowing of sites where prescribed burning is not possible and other management activities.
Tallgrass Ontario is an all-volunteer organization which relies on member donations and government grants to
carry out our important work. Our administration costs are among the lowest of Canadian environmental
charities.
Your donation in any amount is greatly appreciated. Together we can make a difference restoring grasslands
where they are in decline and maintaining them where they are still found. By donating you will be helping our
efforts to restore and protect these rare landscapes.
Donating is easy – go on-line to our website and donate at Canada Helps at http://www.tallgrassontario.org/ . The
Canada Helps button is on the upper right side of our home page.
Sincerely,
Steve Rankin
President, Tallgrass Ontario
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population of the provincially endangered
Mottled Duskywing.

For many people, New Year’s resolutions take
the form of exercising more, joining an interest
group or getting more sleep. As 2016 came to a
close, a friend asked if I had any resolutions for
2017. Wearing my naturalist hat, I responded
“I’m going to find my first Mottled Duskywing”.
As luck would have it, a focused search effort
on a hot day in June proved successful as I
bounded down a roadside camera in hand
chasing the small dark butterfly as it darted
from one New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus
americanus) plant to the next.
Mottled Duskywing (Erynnis martialis)

New Jersey Tea (Ceanothus americanus)

My interest in butterflies has developed over
the past few years as I have learned more about
the integral connection that prairie flora plays
in the life cycle for a number of butterfly
species in Ontario. A worn copy of Michigan
Flora and trusty hand lens which once had free
range in the trunk of my vehicle have recently
made room for the ROM Field Guide to
Butterflies of Ontario and a butterfly net.
A thriving population of the prairie shrub New
Jersey Tea may support a thriving population of
Mottled Duskywing (Erynnis martialis) and
generally speaking, the more host plant
available, the better. New Jersey Tea (Ontario
has two species) is a stout shrub, which inhabits
prairies, dunes and sun-dappled savanna and
woodland habitats. The loss of New Jersey Tea,
be it through development or succession as a
savanna ‘closes-in’ in the absence of fire, can
therefore have major repercussions for a

To make matters more complicated, land
managers must consider how to strike a balance
between maintaining the habitat through
regular prescribed burns and the potential that
those very burns may compromise the pupae
nestled among the vegetation in the spring.
Given the fragmented nature of prairie, savanna
and woodland in southern Ontario, and the
inability of many butterfly species to navigate
vast swaths of corn and soybeans, once a
species is extirpated from a site it is not likely to
return on its own.
Both Karner Blue (Plebejus melissa samuelis)
and Eastern Persius Duskywing (Erynnis persius
persius) are considered extirpated from
Ontario. Both species depend upon Wild Lupine
(Lupinus perennis) which itself has a restricted
range in Ontario. Both butterfly species were
known from savanna habitats in Lambton
County and Norfolk County as recently as the
late 1980s. Today, the stewardship of Lupine
habitat coupled with substantial prairie creation
projects involving Lupine in Norfolk County
have resulted in increases in the host plant. The
resurgence of Lupine calls into question the
feasibility of butterfly population reintroductions. With the ongoing ground work
to manage prairie habitats, it is possible that
one day these species may make an assisted
return to select sites in Ontario.
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leonardus), Indian Skipper (H. sassacus) and
Crossline Skipper (Polites origenes). These
species rear their larva on a variety of prairie
grasses which include Indiangrass (Sorghastrum
nutans), Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium
scoparium) Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)
and Panic Grasses (Dichanthelium spp. and
Panicum spp.). As I write this article a 2018
resolution comes to mind, and that is to tackle
the challenge of Skipper identification!

Wild Lupine (Lupinus perennis)

Oak trees and oak-dominated habitats are
known to support a diversity of wildlife
including birds, bats, rodents, moths and
several species of Duskywing butterfly. The
very rare Sleepy Duskywing (Erynnis brizo) and
Horace’s Duskywing (E. horatius) as well as the
more common Juvenal’s Duskywing (E.
juvenalis) deposit their eggs on young oak
leaves which the larva will forage upon.
Caterpillars take refuge within dense clusters of
oak leaves. In recent years, Sleepy Duskywing
observations have been made in the vicinity of
the Pinery Provincial Park and the South
Walsingham area of Norfolk County. The
majority of recent Horace’s Duskywing
observations have been from Point Pelee and
Pelee Island. With the fungal disease Oak Wilt
(Ceratocystis fagacearum) knocking on the door
from Michigan, our savanna habitats and the
Duskywings which inhabit them may soon face
a new threat.
Prairie grasses are a choice host plant for a
number of Skipper butterflies including Dusted
Skipper (Atrytonopsis hianna), Delaware Skipper
(Anatrytone logan), Leonard’s Skipper (Hesperia

Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)

In Ontario, Dusted Skipper is one of our rarest
butterflies and is restricted to dry prairies and
right-of ways in the vicinity of the Pinery
Provincial Park and St. Williams in Norfolk
County. The caterpillars hibernate and pupate
at the base of the tufts of these prairie grasses.
Throughout the U.S. Midwest, the Regal
Fritillary (Speyeria idalia) can be found in high
quality tallgrass prairies which contain Bird’sfoot Violet (Viola pedata), among other violet
species. This species has a handful of records
from within Carolinian Canada and while many
records are dated (most over 40 years ago), one
observation was made at Holiday beach in Essex
County in 2000. I was fortunate enough to see
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a Regal Fritillary during a field trip held during
the 24th North American Prairie Conference in
Illinois but had to travel about 1000km
southwest to see it.
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From the habitat afforded by the rich expanse
of floral diversity at the Pinery through to
Milkweed-filled hedgerows and ‘pollinator
patch’ butterfly gardens, every bit of habitat
counts!

Regal Fritillary (Speyeria idalia)
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea)
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Dusted Skipper (Atrytonopsis hianna)

Other butterfly species are somewhat adapted
to a variety of host plants. Black Swallowtail
(Papilio polyxenes) utilizes plants in the carrot
family for rearing of larva. While my savannathemed garden contains Golden Alexanders
(Zizia aurea), the past two years have seen
Black Swallowtails take to fennel planted in the
vegetable garden. Carrots, parsley, dill and
celery also act as suitable host plants. It should
be noted that host plants are only a fraction of
the equation and an abundance of nectarproducing plants, which provide a dependable
food source from spring to fall, is critical to a
quality butterfly habitat.
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Pat Deacon is a Terrestrial and Wetland Biologist
at Natural Resource Solutions Inc., Waterloo,
Ontario. Pat is on the board of Directors of Tallgrass
Ontario. Photo Credits – Pat Deacon. All rights
reserved.
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Become a Member
Tallgrass Ontario’s Goals
1. Ensure organizational capacity
2. Facilitate the creation and restoration of tallgrass communities;
3. Increase public awareness and stewardship of tallgrass communities;
4. Identify and secure existing potential tallgrass communities across the province;
5. Promote research and knowledge transfer of tallgrass communities
Membership
Tallgrass Ontario is always actively seeking individuals who would like to learn the roles of a TgO Board
member and work to achieve a position on the TgO board.
The first step in the TgO volunteer path is to become a member. A General Membership is $20 per calendar
year, a Student Membership is $10.00 annually and a Lifetime Membership is $100.00. All memberships
entitle the member to voting rights in the organization.
Tallgrass Ontario is a Registered Canadian Charity. You can donate to Tallgrass Ontario by visiting
https://www.canadahelps.org/dn/13376
You can become a member by visiting our website at: http://www.tallgrassontario.org/memberships.html

Photo (left) and on Page 1 - Foxglove
Beardtongue (Penstemon digitalis)
The tubular flowers of this plant are known to
attract butterflies, hummingbirds, long-tongued
bees, including honeybees, bumblebees,
Anthophorine bees, Miner bees, Mason bees,
and Large leaf-cutting bees.
Photos taken at Kenesserie Tallgrass Prairie,
Chatham-Kent – all rights reserved.

